
 

The Hindu Editorial (01-Jan-2026) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

• Syllabus: GS Paper 2 (Polity and 
Governance; RPA Act, 1950 & 1951) 

• Context: Critique of the Election 
Commission’s Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) of voter lists. 

• Key Points: 
o Mass Deletions: High number of 

voter deletions without adequate 
field verification. 

o Constitutional Right: Right to vote is 
a constitutional right; technical errors 
in SIR are leading to 
disenfranchisement. 

o Role of Technology: While 
digitalization is good, over-reliance on 
automated deletions is problematic. 

• UPSC Relevance: Important for 
questions on "Electoral Reforms" and the 
"Independence of the Election Commission." 

• Detailed Analysis: 
o Procedural Gaps: The editorial 

highlights that the standard 
operating procedure (SOP) for house-
to-house verification is often ignored 
during 'intensive' revisions. 

o Impact on Democracy: In a vibrant 
democracy, the purity of the 
electoral roll is the foundation. 
Errors in the list can lead to 
allegations of 'voter suppression.' 

o Way Forward: It calls for a more 
transparent, participatory, and error-
free mechanism where the ECI 
proactively informs voters before 
deleting their names. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Syllabus: GS Paper 3 (Science & Technology; Awareness in Space; Indigenization of 
Technology) 

• Context: Commemorating India's transition from a nascent space-faring nation to a global 
leader shaping the rules of the "New Space" era. 

• Key Points: 
o Strategic Transformation: India has moved from "resource-constrained exploration" to 

"ambitious leadership" with missions like Gaganyaan and the Moon landing. 
o Commercialization: The shift from ISRO being the sole player to a collaborative 

ecosystem involving 350+ private startups. 
o Diplomatic Tool: Space is now a pillar of India's soft power and strategic diplomacy 

(e.g., Artemis Accords). 
• UPSC Relevance: Essential for questions regarding "India’s Achievements in S&T," 

"Private Sector in Space," and "International Space Governance." 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Detailed Analysis: 
o From Participant to Shaper: The editorial notes that India is no longer just following 

global trends but setting them. By joining the Artemis Accords, India now 
participates in crafting the laws for lunar and deep-space exploration. 

o The Startup Revolution: With the establishment of IN-SPACe, the barrier for private 
entry has broken. Startups are now building their own launch vehicles (like Vikram-S) 
and specialized satellites, reducing the burden on the national exchequer. 

o Future Milestones: 
▪ 2035: The launch of the Bharatiya Antariksh Station (BAS), which will be a hub 

for microgravity research. 
▪ 2040: The "Moon Mission" for an Indian astronaut, marking the pinnacle of the 

Gaganyaan program. 
o Global Economy: India aims to capture 10% of the $400 billion global space market 

by 2030, leveraging its "low-cost, high-efficiency" model. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Syllabus: GS Paper 3 (Indian Economy; Changes in industrial policy and their effects on 
industrial growth). 

• Context: Discusses the implications of the U.S. administration's 100% tariff proposal on 
branded drugs and its impact on Indian pharma. 

• Key Points: 
o Market Vulnerability: India is the largest supplier of generic drugs to the U.S.; 

high tariffs threaten this export dominance. 
o The China Factor: India's dependency on China for APIs (Active Pharmaceutical 

Ingredients) remains a bottleneck. 
o Innovation Push: The need to shift from 'volume' to 'value' (specialty drugs and 

biosimilars). 
• UPSC Relevance: Critical for "International Trade," "Effect of Liberalization," and 

"Indigenization of Technology." 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Detailed Analysis: 
o Tariff Impact: If a 100% tariff is imposed, Indian generic companies like Sun 

Pharma and Dr. Reddy's might lose their competitive price edge in the American 
market. 

o Supply Chain Resilience: The editorial suggests that India must fast-track its 
Production Linked Incentive (PLI) schemes for Bulk Drugs to reduce dependence on 
China. 

o Strategic Diversification: India should explore markets in the EU, Latin America, and 
Africa to reduce over-reliance on the U.S. market. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

• Syllabus: GS Paper 2 (International Relations; 
India and its Neighborhood) 

• Context: Discusses the political volatility in 
Bangladesh following the death of Khaleda Zia 
and the challenges for India's foreign policy. 

• Key Points: 
o Political Vacuum: The transition period 

before the February 12 polls is critical as 
extremist elements like 'Jamaat-e-Islami' 
gain ground. 

o Security Stakes: For India, a stable 
Bangladesh is non-negotiable for the 
security of its North-Eastern states and 
the 'Chicken’s Neck' corridor. 

o Diplomatic Balance: India needs to engage 
with a broad political spectrum in Dhaka 
beyond the traditional Awami League 
alliance. 

• UPSC Relevance: Useful for topics on 
"Neighborhood First Policy" and "Regional 
Security Architecture." 

• Detailed Analysis: 
o The Rise of Radicalism: The editorial notes 

that Jamaat-e-Islami is eyeing a strong 
electoral performance. This poses a risk 
of radicalization along India's 4,096 km 
border. 

o Economic Connectivity: Projects like the 
Akhaura-Agartala rail link and use of 
Chittagong port are vital. Any disruption 
due to political regime change could 
impact India's 'Act East' targets. 

o Regional Stability: The editorial suggests 
that India should act as a supportive 
neighbor without appearing to interfere in 
their internal democratic process, ensuring 
a smooth transition that doesn't favor 
anti-India sentiments. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Syllabus: GS Paper 2 (Social Justice; Issues relating to development and management of 
Social Sector/Services) & GS Paper 4 (Ethics and Human Interface). 

• Context: A critical analysis of the legal and moral principles behind calculating 
compensation for victims of road accidents. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

• Key Points: 
o Economic vs. Human Value: Current compensation laws often favor those with higher 

incomes, implying a higher 'value' of life for the wealthy. 
o Constitutional Morality: The article argues that the Right to Life (Article 21) should not 

be weighed by a person's bank balance. 
o Need for Reform: Advocates for a standardized 'Universal Life Value' for compensation. 

• UPSC Relevance: Highly useful for Ethics case studies on "Equality" and "Distributive 
Justice," and GS 2 questions on "Vulnerable Sections." 

• Detailed Analysis: 
o The Inequity: The editorial highlights that motor accident tribunals use the "multiplicand 

method" (based on future income). This results in a CEO's life being valued much higher 
than a daily-wage laborer's. 

o Ethical Standpoint: It invokes the 'Social Contract' theory, suggesting that the State 
must treat every citizen’s life as an end in itself (Kant’s Categorical Imperative), not as 
a means to economic output. 

o Legal Precedents: It calls for the Judiciary to revisit the Sarla Verma vs. DTC case 
principles to ensure that the "Dignity of Life" remains the primary yardstick for 
justice. 


