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The Hindu Editorial (01-Jan-2026)

Descent into farce

Ad hoc changes and poor
implementation mar the ECI's SIR

he Election Commission of India (ECIYs
Speclal Infenshve Revision (SIR) of elecho-
ral rofls across 12 States and Unlon Terd-
tortes (UT) Is fast descending into a farce. Take
the case of West Bengal, where furore over elder-
Iy resldents having to attend eligibility hearings
In remote locations even after submitting thelr
enroiment forms forced the ECI to order home
vertfication. Or, the Gct that i had fo condiflonal-
Iy halt hearings of “unmapped™ voters (those
whose names of parents” names were not
with the 2002 SIR). Summons were in
the form of software notices, bat this software
was not 1sed in Blhar, An assocation of civil ser-
vants complained that this “swo motn system-dri-
ven deletion of electors from the draft electoral
molls In West Bengal In the ongolng SIR process
[bvpassed) the statutory role of the [Electoral Re-
gistration Officers| . The procedural chaos cowkd
have been avolded had the ECT not rushed Into
the SR Just before Assembly electlons In States/
UTs such as West Bengal, Tamll Madu, Kerala and
Pudncherry. its ad hoc use of sofiware - the ECI
Junked ks de-duplicatbon software in Blhar and
tokd the Supreme Court why It was not using It,
but reportedly used it alongside another software
to flag “unmapped™ voters without proper probo-
ool — 1= creating confuslon and distress. The sus-
picion that the ECI 15 using an exercise of wpdat-
Ing electoral rolls as a de facto cittzenship
screening exerclse seems to be confirmed by the
manner In which it 1s godng about things.

There are Inconsistencies and anomalles In
the draft electoral mlls, many of which have been
flagped by The Hindu's data-driven investigations.
The over 6.5 crore deleflons, acconding to provl-
stional numbers, suggest methodological pro-
blems In and poor implementation of the exer-
clse. In Uktar Pradesh, provisional figures show
that 2.89 crore names have been deleted, which
could possibly explain why the ECI has post-
poned publication of the draft rodl o lanoary &
In Tamil Maduw and Gujarat, which are relatively
urbanised States with net In-migradon of elec-
tors, 97 lakh and 73.7 lakh electors, respectively,
have been taken off the drafi rolls. That both
States have stnce seen the furious Inclusion of
lakhs of names - added Incomprehensibly as
fresh addifions In ancther procedural faw — sug-
igests that the emimeration phase was concheded
haphazardly. This situaton could have been
avobded had the Court gone beyond lnited inter-
ventons — which were salves for Bihar dectors -
to properly vet the new SIR procedure for constl-
tutkonaliey. it 1s still mot top late for the Court to
take note of the Infirmites and to dechds firmiy In
favour of the electorate. The fate of the very Idea
of universal adult franchise hangs in the balance.

Descent inte Farce: Electeral Rells

Revisien
Syllabus: GS Paper 2 (Pelity and
Gevernance; RPA Act, 1950 & 1951)

Context: Critique of the Election
Cemmissien’s Special Intensive Revisien
(SIR) of veter lists.

Key Peints:

O Mass Deletiens: High number of
veter deletiens witheut adequate
field verification.

o Censtitutienal Right: Right te vete is
a constitutienal right; technical errers
in SIR are leading te
disenfranchisement.

o Rele ef Technelegy: While
digitalizatien is geed, ever-reliance en
autemated deletions is preblematic.

UPSC Relevance: Impertant fer
questiens en "Electeral Referms" and the
"Independence of the Electien Cemmissien."

Detailed Analysis:

o Precedural Gaps: The editerial
highlights that the standard
operating precedure (SOP) fer heuse-
te-heuse verification is eften ignered
during 'intensive' revisiens.

o Impact en Demecracy: In a vibrant
demecracy, the purity ef the
electeral rell is the feundation.
Errers in the list can lead te
allegatiens of 'veter suppressien.’

o Way Ferward: It calls fer a mere
transparent, participatery, and errer-
free mechanism where the ECI
preactively inferms veters befere
deleting their names.
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India’s space programme, a people’s space journey

mdlla’s space Jouney has evolved beyond a
string of spectacular misslons. It has the
national pulse and Is a source of dally
Inspiration. In june 2035, when Group
Captain Shubhansin shukla displayed the
Tricolour aboard the International Space Statlon
(155) and spoke to Prime Minlster Karendra Modl,
It was @ moment of pride for every Indlan. The
Prime Minister called It a “defining chapter™ of
Amrit Kl (era of nectar’), and for many, that
moment fielt lke India's ascent was a part of their
own heartheat. It was not Just schence. 1t was
dentity being reshaped through vision and
purposeful programmes.
That same spirit has been echoed aarller, on
23, 2023, when Chandrayaan-3 made
india the first nation to kind near the lunar south
pole. “India 1s now on the Moon,” declared Mr
Modl — words which rippled through classrooms,
villages and Iving rooms alike. India's hinar
programme has been truly path breaking:
Chandrayaan-1 {2008} confirmed the presence of
water molecules; Chandrayaan-2 (2083) mapped
the moon with high preciston and prepared the
ground for Chandrayaan-3 (2023), which
achteved the world's first soft landing near the
south pole. When the Vikram lander and Pragyan
rover explored the hunar surface for a full moon
day, this led children to draw depiotions of hmar
landscapes in notebooks, 1t left researchers
feeling vindicated, and inspired cittzens who saw
Indla’s story in space as also thetr own fture.
India has become a trusted global partner In
space. Over 400 forelgn satellites have been
Imched aboard Indian rockets. In 2084, India
became the first Aslan natlon and only the fourth
im the world to reach Mars orbit — and on its
malden attempt, with the Mars Orbéter Mission
{Mangalyaan). The Aditya-Li misskon (2023), built
through mulo-insnmonz] collaboration, 1=
providing unprecedented insights into the sun's
corona and s Impact on space weather. X PoSat
(2024) 1s studying black holes, while SpaDeX.
(2024) has demonstrated in-orbit docking for
furture space stations and humar missions.

A new space vision

These milestomnes are res| Boy, culture,
and aspiration. The mﬁﬁﬁmﬁy
contimeation of the Gaganyaan programme for
human spaceflight, Chandrayaan-4 and 5 for
deeper lunar exploration, a dedicated vemus
misslon, a Eharattya Antariksh Station (BAS) by
2065, and an indian iman Bnding on the Moon
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India is not
only an active
panticipant in
the space age
but is also
shaping it

by 2040, These are not distant dreams bt
national poals, abgned with the spirt of Amri
Kl

The Prime Mintster has called for building 2
poal of 40 to 50 trained astronsts for future
missions. On Mational Space Day 2005 {/

23), he urged young chttzens to see them
participants In India’s human space programme.
Gagamyaan, with an approved outlay of over
20,000 cToge, ks advancing steadily. Four Indlan
Alr Force test pllots are undergoing tralning, and
a sertes of umcrewed and crewed fiights will
culminate in India’s first indigenows human space
misskon, presently targeted for 2027,

Space technology today 1s woven Into the
fabric of governance and dally life. Satellites
dellver disaster warnings, pubde fishermen, assess
crop yields and insurance claims, enhance
rallway safety, and power the gecspatial
backbone of the PM Gatl Shakt! programme.
Space b no longer a distant koory but a
democratic utlitty — accessible to every citizen.

At the same tme, space exploration fueks
Sclence, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics (STEM) education, advanced
research, and workforce det Elupl:nem
Future- lons
survelBance and mtm'planetzr_'( travel a:e b-ang
developed, ensuring that India retains leadership
1n this strateghc frontler.

The transformation of Indla’s space sector 1s
dellberate and ambitious. The opening of the
field to private players, creating a thriving
ecosystem of more than 330 startups ullding
satellites, launch vehicles, and ground systems.
The space budget has nearly tripled — from 25 615
crore in 2083-14 bo 113,416 crore In 2025-26 — and
has been augmented by nearly 235,000 crore in
user funds. mdia’s space economy, currently
valued at 55 billion, 1s projected to grow to $44
billson in the years ahead, creating |obs,
Indistries and Innovations that orbit aroand this
sector.

Inspiring the next generation
The Prime Minister has challenged the ecosystem
todeltver five space unlcoms within the next five
years and to scale up annual unches, nearly
ten-fold, to 50 & year. With private participation,
India 1= advancing technologles related to
semkcryogentcs, electric propulsion, quantum
communication and in-orbit sendcing.

“Youth are at the heart of this vision. The

International Dlymplad on Astronomy and
Astrophysics hosted In India (August 2025) drew
nearky 300 participants from over 60 countries,
with Indian students winning medalks. Initlatives
such as the 15RO Robotics Challenge and Indlan
Space Hackathon/Bharattya Antariksh Hackathon
are bringing school and college students Into
direct comtact with rovers, satellites and rockets,
bulkding confidence that the laboratories and

of tomorrow are thelrs to clabm.

At the palicy level, the National Meet 2.0 hald
Jusst befiore Natlonal Space Day produced
5,000-plus pages of dooumentation across 300
user interactions. This 15-year road map aligns
every misskon with the vislon of viksit Bharat
2047,

Global collaborations and leadership
Space has been consistently projected as a global
commons, where India’s leadership translates
Into shared progress. The South Asla Satellite has
provided nelghbours with communbcation
capacity, while during Indla’s G-20 Presidency In
2023, India announced a G20 satellite™ for
chimate and emvironmentz] monitoring with data
shared with all nations. Collsborative missions
such as MASAISRD Synthetic Aperture Radar
(NISAR) with the Natbonal Aeronantics and Space
Administration (NASA), Thermal infraked
Imaging Satellite for High-resohstion Maharal
resource Assessment (TRESHMA) with CNES
(French space agency), Lunar Polar Exploration
(LUPEX) with Japan Aerospace Exploration
Amency (JaxA), and India’s participation in the
Enropean Space Agency (ESA)s Proba-3
demonstrate Indla’s rise as aglobal partner,
pubdead by the ethos of Wesudhatve Kntumbakom
(‘the world 1s one famiky).

India’s space journey 1s more than rockets and
satellites. 1t 1s about a natlon discoverng new
ways to see itself The salute of shubhanshu
Shukla aboard the 155, the landing of
Chandrayaan-3, 350 startups from small towns
designing space systems, young students
competing in Olymplads, and satellites quietly
serving national security and citizen services are
all part of the same story.

In this Amrtt Kaal, India ks not stmply
pamnpamgm Lhespac\eaip It Is shaping it.
With ambition, confidence, and purpose, Eharat
looks to the stars knowing that the hormon
belongs to it too.

The virws expressed are persona!

India’s Space Pregramme; A Peeple’s Space Jeurney

e Syllabus: GS Paper 3 (Science & Technelegy; Awareness in Space; Indigenizatien ef

Technelegy)

e Centext: Commemerating India's transitien frem a nascent space-faring natien te a glebal

leader shaping the rules of the "New Space" era.

e Key Peoints:

o Strategic Transfermatien: India has meved frem 'reseurce-censtrained expleratien" te

"ambitieus leadership" with missiens like Gaganyaan and the Meen landing.

o Cemmercializatien: The shift from ISRO being the sele player te a cellaberative

ecoesystem invelving 350+ private startups.

o Diplematic Teel: Space is new a pillar of India's seft pewer and strategic diplemacy

(e.g.. Artemis Accerds).

e UPSC Relevance: Essential fer questiens regarding "India’s Achievements in S&T,"

"Private Secter in Space" and "Internatienal Space Gevernance."
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e Detailed Analysis:

o Frem Participant te Shaper: The editerial netes that India is ne lenger just felloewing
glebal trends but setting them. By jeining the Artemis Accerds, India new
participates in crafting the laws fer lunar and deep-space expleration.

o The Startup Revelutien: With the establishment ef IN-SPACe, the barrier fer private
entry has breken. Startups are new building their ewn launch vehicles (like Vikram-S)

and specialized satellites, reducing the burden en the natienal exchequer.
o Future Milestenes:
m  2035: The launch ef the Bharatiya Antariksh Statien (BAS), which will be a hub
fer micregravity research.
m  2040: The "Meen Missien" for an Indian astrenaut, marking the pinnacle ef the
Gaganyaan pregram.
o Glebal Ecenemy: India aims te capture 10% ef the $400 billien glebal space market
by 2030, leveraging its "lew-cest, high-efficiency" medel.

@® www.iaspcsprep.com study@iaspesprep.com
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The US. tariff shock, India’s pharma future

n September 2025, 1.5, President Donzld

Trump's sweeping announcement imposing

2 100% tanif on branded and patented
pharmaceutical imports from October 1, 2025,
saw Indla's pharmaceutical industry, which has
long been halled & the “pharmacy of the world®,
standing at a crossroads. The U5 move,
ostensibly almed at bolstering domestic
mamufacturing, threatens to disrupt supply
chains that have saved the 11.5. health-rare system
billions of doflars while akso fuelling Indla's
export-led growth.

Yet, as tariffs ripple throogh global markets,
India’s dominance in generics offers a vial buffer,
even as it imderscores the urgant need for
diversified partnerships and domestic reforms.
With pharma exports to the 1.5, alone reaching
chose to 59 billlon In fiscal 2025 - & 14.29% surge
vear-on-year — the stakes coukd not be higher for
Indla’s 350 billlon pharmacentical sector, which
contributes nearly 1.72% to the nation's GDP.

A global perspective

Global pharmaceutical exports, valued at over
450 hilllon In 2024, thrive on aging populations,
chronbe diseases, and post-DOVID-E pandsmic
Inmewvation. Germany (511983 billion),
Switzerland (339,08 billlon), and the U5 (350,30
billlon) were lead exporters in 2005-24, while the
1.5 {52267 billicn In Imparts In 2024),
Switzerland, Germany, Belghum, and China top
Importers. The European Unlon (ELY's €313.4
blI]Fl’n'::lul;tm medicinal exparts In 2024, up 3.5%,
reflects redtlience amid peopolitical tenshons.
Indla, the third-largest exporter by volume,
shipped $27 billlon In 2023, fising to 530047
billlon in FYZ5.

Generics dominate, with 70% of exports to the
1.5 and Europe. However, 85 billlon in anmual
Impairts, mainly active pharmaceutical
Ingredients (AP from China {72% share), exposes
supply chain risks. The sector's 10%-42% CAGR
adds 0.5%-F% to GDP growth anmually, bolstering
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For India, its
srength in
BT acts
as a buffer, but
diversification
and reforms

are @ necessity

fiorex. reserves. The U5, tariff, which has spared
generics for now, targets hranded dmgs unkess
made domestically. India supplies 40% of LS.
generics, saving payers 5269 billlon In 2022, Yet,
the market |ters were immediate with the shares
of pharma majors flling and erasing milllons in
market cap. An escalation o genarics could cut
export revenues by 10%-15%, irimming GOP
growth by 0.2%0.3% In FY25. Some firms with
over 30% LS. exposure, fare rerouwtng costs,

tory hurdles, API Inflation (up 5%-7%), and
5 research and development. This could
spur “Chinz-phe-one” strategies, redirecting
exparts to Africa and Southeast Asla, potentially
raksing India’s regulated market share from 3% to
3.5% by 2030,

India’s Goods and Services Tax (GST)
rationalisation, effective Saptember 22, 2025,
provides domestic ballast, Drug and medicine
rates dropped from (2% to 5%, with 36 essential
Items at nl, saving consumers $1.2 billon
anmully. Medical device rates &l from 18% o
3%, easing 53 bilkon in Imparts. No re-lbelling
fior pre-Geptember stocks minimises disnuptons.
Aligned with Ayushman Eharat, this boosts
consumption by B%-10%, msulating markeats from
tartff-driven hikes.

0in eastern scale

Global trade pits western Innovation agaknst
eastern scale. Under the ULS.-EL pact, EU exports
of medicinal and pharmacentical products to the
US. (3657 b]lbm'lpfrhuam Ireland In 2024),
privrtises supply chain security. China's 2025
apresments, capturing 32% of (1 global blotech
deals, and $2.5 billion In 1.5 molemle leensing
In H1 2025, slgmal eastern strangth. India’s
diplomacy has seen the signing of slx memoranda
ofunderstanding (Mol with Trinidad and
Tobago in july 2025 (1t Includes cooperation n
pharmaceuticals), a Singapare API pact, and
Serum [nstifute’s dengue treatment collaboration
fior kow-middle-income nations. These, alngside

IPHEX ithe Internatbonal pharmaceutical
exhibition) coubd double exports to Afrca
significantly. With 35% of pharmaceutical exparts
U.5-bound, eastern alllances could offset
05255 of tariff risks.

Bullish forecasts

Forecasts paint a bullish canvas: Indl's pharma
market, valued at $50 billlon In 2023-24, hasa
poal of reaching $130 billion by 2060 (11R%-12%
CAGR), with e 5 1o §120-5130 hillion.
Ghba]ly,spendigs WFIESLS trillion by 2029,
fuelled by bicsimilars and precision medicine.
Indla’s APf sector could grow to 1182 trilllon by
2030 (522 bilbion), with PLI schemes reclatming
30% domesthc production.

Challenges such & IP disputes and API
dependency persist, but reslience shines through
Initiatives such as Pradhan Mantri Bharttya
Janaushadhl Fartyojana (FMEJF}. Under the
PMB]F, 2 togal of 16,912 Jan sushadhl Eendras
have been opened (une 2025), with 210
medicines and 315 surgicaks, medical
consumables and devices under the scheme

baskat.

Tariffs threaten affordabiiity, with U.5. cancer
therapy costs potentlally rising $8,000-510,000
for a 24-week course, mirroring India's 60%
out-ofpocket burden. Generics, 80% cheaper,
enahle 20 milllon treatments vearly, though
quality concerms and disraptions risk delaying
§ s by 15%-20%. PMEJP's oncology basket,
u.mlrgg l:u];tys by Ti0vk, proves that domestic
butfers work.

L5, tariffs risk causing shortages I Indla's 40%
generic supply frays. India must leverage Molls,
Invest §10 billion In APIs via PLI 2.0, and push
WTO reforms. With global pharma eyeing 5450
billlon for India by 2047, collzboration In the
form of east-west hybrids, mnovation, and
equitable access ks key. Polcymakers must
dmwarsify boldly, reform swifily, and secure India's
pharma supremacy.

The U.S. Tariff Sheck, India’s Pharma Future

e Syllabus: GS Paper 3 (Indian Ecenemy; Changes in industrial pelicy and their effects en

industrial grewth).

e Centext: Discusses the implicatiens of the U.S. administratien's 100% tariff prepesal en

branded drugs and its impact en Indian pharma.

e Key Peoints:

o Market Vulnerability:

high tariffs threaten this expert deminance.

India is the largest supplier of generic drugs te the U.S;

o The China Facter: India's dependency en China fer APIs (Active Pharmaceutical

Ingredients) remains a bettleneck.

o Innevatien Push: The need te shift froem 'velume' te 'value' (specialty drugs and

biesimilars).

e UPSC Relevance: Critical for "Internatienal Trade," "Effect of Liberalizatien" and
"Indigenization of Technelegy."
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e Detailed Analysis:
o Tariff Impact: If a 100% tariff is impesed, Indian generic cempanies like Sun

Pharma and Dr. Reddy's might lese their competitive price edge in the American
market.

O Supply Chain Resilience: The editerial suggests that India must fast-track its
Preductien Linked Incentive (PLI) schemes fer Bulk Drugs te reduce dependence en
China.

o Strategic Diversificatien: India sheuld explere markets in the EU, Latin America, and

Africa te reduce ever-reliance en the U.S. market.

@® www.iaspcsprep.com &) study@iaspcsprep.com
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Hold the centre

Bangladesh needs a leader who can
keep extremists at bay
he death of Khaleda Zla, Bangladesh's
first woman Prime Minlster, on Decem-
ber 30, closes one of the most conse-
quental chapters in the South Astan countrys
turbulent polithcal history. Zia, who entered polit-
Ics after her husband, Gen. Zlaur Rahman, was
assassinated i 1981, played a phvotal role in end-
Ing the military dictatorship in 1990, She nitially
Joined hands with Amzm Legme leader Shellh
Hasina In the struggle to restore democracy, but
thetr subsaguent feud, the “Battle of the Baims',
came o define Bangladesh's politics for decades.
With Z1a's passing and Ms. Hasina, deposed In an
In 2024 and now In extle In Indta, Ban-
gladesh 15 polsed for a generational shift as IE pre-
pares to hold elections on Febnuary 12, 2026, But
this transttion 1s unfolding ambd chaos and uncear-
tainty. Tarbpue Rahman, Zis s0-year-okd son
and the acting chalrman of the Bangladesh Ma-
thonalist Party (BNF), returned afier over 17 years
of selmposed exlle. His iImmedlate task 1s to un-
1y the party's fractbous factbons and artloolate an
Inclustve vislon for the alectorate. In a massive
rally In Dhaka, he avoldad the lngmage of ven-
detta and stressed unity and Inclustdity, but the
EMP's viokent past and Bangladesh's present in-
stablllty cast a doubt on the prospects of any
swift tumaround in the country's fortumes.

The intertm povernment led by Muhammad
Yunus has struggled fo restore stabillity. Mobs
coninue o mle the streets, as evidenced by a re-
cent nching of a Hindu youth and arson attacks
of two newspaper offices. Local reports also sug-
gest that operatives of the banned Jama‘atul Mu-
Jahideen Bangladech may be becoming active
agin, helghtening securlty risks. Mr. Yumus has
aleo banned the Awam League, one of the coun-
try's two largest parties, from political activity -
this rendiers the legittmacy of the ebection deeply
contentios. The BNP is the other major force but
Its leaders and operatives have bean accused of
extortion rackets and political violence. The Ma-
thonal Cittzen Party, which emerged from the
2024 student uprising, promising a break with
tradittonal politics, has formed an electoral al-
ltance with the Islamist jamaat-e-slaml. if the |2
maat, which sided with the genocidal Pakistant
military In 1571, emerges as 3 major political
player or a power broker after the elections, it
would mark a selsmic shift, with uncertaln fmpll-
catlons for Bangladesh's secular constlutlonal
order. What Eangladesh needs & a leader who
can break the cycle of chaos, rebulld pubiic trust,
restore law and order and keep fandamentalist
groups at bay. The responsibility for rebutlding
the centre of Bangladeshs political spectrum
rests largely with Tarique Fahman and the BNE.
Whether e can shoulder that burden effectively
will shape the country's near future.

Held the Centre: Bangladesh's

Pelitical Transitien
Syllabus: GS Paper 2 (Internatienal Relatiens;
India and its Neighberheed)
Centext: Discusses the pelitical velatility in
Bangladesh felloewing the death ef Khaleda Zia
and the challenges fer India's fereign pelicy.

Key Peints:

o Pelitical Vacuum: The transitien peried
befere the February 12 pells is critical as
extremist elements like 'Jamaat-e-Islami’
gain greund.

o Security Stakes: Fer India, a stable
Bangladesh is nen-negetiable fer the
security ef its Nerth-Eastern states and
the 'Chicken’s Neck' cerrider.

o Diplematic Balance: India needs te engage
with a bread pelitical spectrum in Dhaka
beyend the traditienal Awami League
alliance.

UPSC Relevance: Useful fer tepics en
"Neighberheed First Pelicy" and "Regienal
Security Architecture."

Detailed Analysis:

o The Rise ef Radicalism: The editerial netes
that Jamaat-e-Islami is eyeing a streng
electeral perfermance. This peses a risk
of radicalizatien aleng India's 4,096 km
berder.

o Ecenemic Cennectivity: Prejects like the
Akhaura-Agartala rail link and use of
Chittageng pert are vital. Any disruptien
due te pelitical regime change ceuld
impact India's 'Act East' targets.

O Regienal Stability: The editerial suggests
that India sheuld act as a suppertive
neighber witheut appearing te interfere in
their internal demecratic precess, ensuring
a smeeth transitien that deesn't faver
anti-India sentiments.
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Ensuring that the value of all lives is the same

VETY Year, on New Year's
Eve, a revelry results In a
number of road
accidents across India.
Some of these result in fatalities.
Johm Donne wrote, “Each man's
daath diminishes me, for [am
trmvohved In mankind ™ His words
remind us that every death carmries
a welght greater than s statistics.
et when a family loses someone
in a road acckdent, the langusge of
Jistice tums Into the lanmuage of
artthmetic. The Mofor Accldent
Clatms Tribunal multiplies iIncome
bw an age-based factor, adds
modest sums for love, care, and
funeral expenses, and announces
the result & Just compensation”.
Whaat begins as a legal exerclse
often ends a5 a moral puzzle. A
doctor and a homemaker may losa
thelr Ives In the same accident,
yet the law values their absence
diffierently. The doctors family
recetves several lakhs of
muore than the vendors, and the
homemaker’s loss 1s often
measured in token figures. The
problem Hes not In the ntent of
the law but In ks method. A
welfare stahite that was meant to
bring relief has quietly absorbed
thie hahbits of the marketplace,
where warth & messurad by

earning, not by belng.

The arithmetic of loss
Section 168 of the Motor Vefilckes
Act, 1988, empowers tribunals to
awand compensation that
“appears to be ust” To bring
consistency, the Supreme Court i
Sz Verma v, DTC and later in
National msurance Co. v Pranay
Sethi introduced the masdtipller
method. The formuk multiplies a
victim's annual tncoms by an
ape-based factor and fined
sums under standard categories
such as loss of consortium, loss of
ectate, and fumeral costs. The goal
was fatrmess through uniformety.

In practice, uniformity hes

. When a

victim has no formal Income,
tribunals assign a “notonal
Income,” often a symbalic amoumnt
detached from real contribution.
Children, homemakers, and

Academic, byer and
pablic policy
consultant

When road
accidents ooour,
the law insists
on knowing
one's incomse
before assigning
value to one’s
life. This viclates
the promise of
equality and
digmity

Informal workers are thus treated
a5 marginal Ives in the ayes of
artthmetic. The Supreme Court, n
Kirft v Orfental nsirance,
recogmilsed unpald domestic work

structure rematns tethered to
Income. In & system that counts
only what can be measured, those
who butld, teach, care, and
murture are often vaheed least.

Article 4 of the Constitution
promises equality before the Ew,
yet a system that compensates the
salaried more penerosty than the
self-employed or the unwaged
risks violafing that promise.
Equality cannot depend on
economic vislbility. Article 21,
which protects the right to life
with dignity, faces a similar
tension. DIgnity Is Intrinsic, not
condeional. When compensation
fluctuates with Incomee, dignity
becomes a privilege rather than a

. The mason who butlt
Eé“gtﬁr}:nd the child who never
drew a salary deserve recognition
beyond thetr wage potential.

The contrast with other modes
of transport 1s revealing. Under
the Rallways Act, 1963, the death
of any passenger attracts a fixed
sum of 78 lakh. Under the Carrlage
by Alr Act, 1972, alrlines pay a
umdform amiount for every
deceased passenger. Om the moad,
however, the Lw Insists on
knowing one’s income before
assimming vale to one's life.

Even the motion of unimited
labihty ofers Intle comfort.
Section 47 of the Motor Vehicles
Art requires Insurers to cover “the
amount of labifity nourred ™ for
dieath or bodily Injury. There 1= o
stahwtory celfing. In theory, the
lability s unlmitted. In reality, it
remalns binmded by Income. The
absence of a cap matters hitle
when the base figure & drawn
from an unequal scale.

The difficulty 1= ot cndy
procedural but plﬂlu&nplu-z] The
American philosopher, Lon Fuller,
described the Inner morality of
law as its duty to be coherent and
fair. A formula that equates life
with Ivellhood cannot satisfy

elther. The American legal
philosopher and jurtst, Ronald
Drworkin, envistoned kw as
Integrity, a system that treats
every person with agual concem
and respect. When iribunals
attach greater value to some lives
over others, they move from
Integrity to Inequity. For the
American philosopher, Martha
Nusshaum, dignity lies n
capability — the real freedom to
Ive, love, and flourtsh. Income
may enlarge these freedoms, bt i
cannot define them. The law, by
tying worth to wages, narrows the
meaning of both justice and hfie.

Towards a fairer formula

A falrer deslgn mast begin with a
untversal baseline. Every hife
should attract a fved “dignity
floor” an amount payable In every
casae of fatality or grievous Injury,
Imespective of ncome. Beyomd
that, Income-linked additions can
address acual financlal boss,
preserving falmess without
eroding equaltty. The Ew should
also carve out a separate category
of “dignity damages™ to recogmilse
grief, compantionship, and
emotionzl harm. These amounts
must evalve with nflation and
soclal conditbons. Equally
Important ks the need for process
reform. The Delht High Courts
Motor Accldent Clatms Anmuty
Deposit misded, which Integrates
police, hospiials, and banks,
showe that technology can delbner
com pensation swifthy and
transparenthy.

Deefenders of the current model
often argee that compensation
must restore dependents to thelr
prevtous standard of Iving and
that tncome 1s a neutral measure
of loss, This reasoning fits private
contracts better than public
welfare. The goal of social law 1=
ot to mirror the market bt to
correct bis distortlons. A unbversal

floar can guarante:s recogmition
for all, while proporticnal

INCrements Can accommodate
differences. In this balance
between equality and equity Bes
the true meaning of “Just
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Ensuring that the value of all lives is the same

Syllabus: GS Paper 2 (Secial Justice; Issues relating te develepment and management ef

Secial Secter/Services) & GS Paper 4 (Ethics and Human Interface).

cempensation fer victims of read accidents.

Centext: A critical analysis of the legal and meral principles behind calculating
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e Key Points:
o Ecenemic vs. Human Value: Current cempensation laws eften faver these with higher

incemes, implying a higher 'value' of life for the wealthy.
o Censtitutienal Merality: The article argues that the Right te Life (Article 21) sheuld net
be weighed by a persen's bank balance.
o Need fer Referm: Advecates fer a standardized 'Universal Life Value' fer cempensation.
e UPSC Relevance: Highly useful fer Ethics case studies en "Equality" and "Distributive
Justice and GS 2 questiens en "Vulnerable Sectiens."

e Detailed Analysis:

o The Inequity: The editerial highlights that meter accident tribunals use the "multiplicand
methed" (based en future inceme). This results in a CEQ's life being valued much higher
than a daily-wage laberer's.

o Ethical Standpeint: It invekes the 'Secial Centract' theery, suggesting that the State
must treat every citizen's life as an end in itself (Kant's Categerical Imperative), net as
a means te ecenemic eutput.

o Legal Precedents: It calls fer the Judiciary te revisit the Sarla Verma vs. DTC case

principles te ensure that the "Dignity ef Life" remains the primary yardstick fer
justice.
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