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Intreductien te Histery

e The werd “Histery” eriginates froem the Greek werd "Histeria” which means inquiry er
knewledge acquired by the investigatien.

What does the word "History"
originate from?

|

e Histery refers to the study ef past events set in chrenelegical erder.

e In simple language, Histery is all abeut the study ef past events te understand yeur
present and te make yeur future much better.

e Father of Histery: Heredetus
e Father ef Medern Histery: Leopeld ven Ranke
e Father ef Indian Histery: Megasthenes

Histeric System ef Dating
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Time in Histery is calculated in years using BC (BCE) Befere Christ (Befere Cemmen Era)
and AD (CE) Anne Demini (Cemmen Era).

Nete:- BC Dates werk as negative numbers. e.g.: 2000 BC is much further in the past
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Metheds of Dating in Histery

The metheds ef dating in histery are as fellows :-

P,

Pollen Dendro-
Analysis chronology
xamines plant Counts tree rings

to determine the
age of wood.

e Radiecarben Dating :- It is alse referred te as Carben-14 (C-14) dating. C-14 is a

weak radieactive isotepe of carben. It is a methed that uses the decay ef Carben-
14 te estimate the age of erganic materials as eld as appreximately 60000 years. An
age coeuld be estimated by measuring the ameunt ef Carben-14 present in the

e Pollen Analysis :- The histery of climate and vegetatien is knewn threugh examining

plant residues, especially threugh Pellen Analysis. On this basis, it is suggested that
agriculture was practiced in Rajasthan and Kashmir areund 7000-6000 BC.

e Dendre-chrenelegy :- It refers te the number of tree rings in weed. By ceunting the

number of tree rings in the weed, the date of the weed ceuld be arrived, Se, it is
the scientific methed eof dating tree rings (alse called grewth rings) te the exact
year they were fermed in a tree.

Seurces of Histery

¢ Recerds of past events are the Seurces of Histery.

@ The Seurces of Histery are breadly categerized as :- 1) Archaeelegical Seurces, 2)

Literary Seurces.
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These are material
evidence sources without )
: . : These are written record <mmm

written records, including
fossils, monuments, and
artifacts.

sources, including
manuscripts and
literature.

{I__P} Literary Sources ]
T :- - Manuscripts

~
J

T

. . ]
Fossil Remains o
]

J

Monuments - .
Artifacts --E Sources of E—- Literature
Inscriptions -1 History F - Language
I 1 \_ / I
i Coins - s Foreigners’ Writings |

i Sculpture and Paintings - - I

|| 1.) Archaeelegical Seurces :- Archaeelogical Seurces are the seurces that include material

i evidence such as the remains ef menuments er ancient buildings, pettery, teels, ceins,
inscriptiens, paintings, etc. These are the seurces that have ne written recerds available. |
The archaeelegical seurces are as fellows :- |

Fessil Remains: Human and animal fessils (e.g., Ramapithecus fessils)
Menuments: Temples, palaces, and ferts (e.g., Qutub Minar, Taj Mahal)
Artifacts: Weapens, pettery, teels (e.g. Harappan seals) I

°
°

°

e Inscriptiens: Writings en recks, pillars, and metal plates (e.g., Ashekan Edicts) I
e (Coins: Ancient currency with inscriptiens (e.g., Gupta dynasty ceins)

°

Sculpture and Paintings: Murals and statues (e.g., Ajanta and Ellera paintings)

2.) Literary Seurces :- Literary Seurces are the seurces that have written recerds

available such as manuscripts, literature, biegraphies, etc. The literary seurces are as

e Manuscripts: Ancient handwritten texts (e.g., Vedas, Puranas)

e Literature: Religious and secular texts (e.g., Mahabharata, Ramayana)

e Language: Ancient scripts and dialects (e.g., Brahmi, Sanskrit texts)

e Fereigners’ Writings: Accounts by travelers and histerians (e.g., Megasthenes' Indica,

I
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|| fellows :-
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| Al-Biruni's Kitab-ul-Hind)
I
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Perieds ef Histery

Based on the sources / evidence available, the Periods of History is broadly categorized as :-

l |

| I
| I
L | | i
l i
| I

Pre-Historic Period Proto-Historic Period Historic Period
Archaeological Both Archaeological & Both Archaeological
Sources only Literary Sources & Literary Sources
' Witho&written Written, but not Written, and
T — deciphered till now deciphered also
| ] U |
: e IVC —» History |

Stone Age

| e Vedic Age onwards of India

Buddha onwards |

| Histery is breadly classified based en the seurces of evidence available. These perieds I
help histerians understand human civilizatien and its evelutien. The three majer perieds |
of histery are: |

|| (1) Pre-Histeric Peried:- |

i e Based only eon archaeelegical seurces. l
i e No written evidence available. |

e Includes the Stene Age. |

(2). Prete-Histeric Peried:-

e Includes beth archaeelegical & literary seurces.
e Written recerds exist but are net deciphered yet.
e Examples: Indus Valley Civilizatien (IVC) and the Vedic Age.

(3). Histeric Peried:-

e Includes beth archaeelegical & literary seurces.
e Written recerds exist and are deciphered.

e Begins frem 6th BCE enwards, covering the peried frem Buddha enwards.
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Pre-Histeric Perioed |

Source :- Archaeological Only |

!
|

l | !

Palaeolithic Age Mesolithic Age Neolithic Age |
(Old Stone Age) (New Stone Age) |

l Microliths v Holocene .
20 Lakh Years ago v" 10000 BCE |

v Homo Sapiens |

:

| Lower Middle Upper Sapiens (Modern .
i Palaeolithic Palaeolithic Palaeolithic Man) |
| Age Age Age " i '
| i g 8 Hins V. Gordon Childe |
i Robert Bruce Neolithic Revolution |
. Foote found _
| Stone Tools in Agriculture |
- 1863. I
- e o CRED
I THE FIRST TWO (.'I“PPE:) STONES RECOVF o I
-rrmAMl’AK S .
. FOOTE FROM PALLAVARAM &N (From Auirsmpakiam) |

EAVER
HAND AXE (From pallavaram) CLE

(Image Source: http://www.archeolog-home.com/)

The Prehisteric Peried refers to the time befere the inventien ef writing. Since there |
are ne written recerds frem this time, we study it based en teels, cave paintings, |
benes, and ether archaeelogical findings. |

The prehisteric peried is divided inte three majer phases: |

(I). Palaeelithic Age (Old Stene Age) - The earliest peried when humans used enly stene I
toels. |

C
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(IT). Meselithic Age (Middle Stene Age) - A transitional peried where humans started
demesticating animals and using advanced stene teels.

(ITI). Neelithic Age (New Stene Age) - A time when agriculture, permanent settlements,
and pettery began.

(I). Palaeelithic Age (Old Stene Age) - (20 Lakh Years Age te 10000 BCE)

e The word "Palaeelithic" comes frem twe Greek werds:
> "Palaee" - meaning Old
> "Lithes" - meaning Stene

e This peried is called the Old Stene Age because early humans used stene teels fer
survival. It lasted frem 2 millien years age te abeut 12,000 years age.

e It is further divided inte Lewer Palaeelithic, Middle Palaeelithic, and Upper Palaeslithic.

Evolution of Stone Tools and Culture in the Palaeolithic Age

L ) )

Lower Middle
Palaeolithic Palaeolithic
Characterized by Marked by the
early stone tool development of
traditions like more refined stone
Acheulean and tools and cultural
Sohanian. prac

( - |

Phase Time Peried Main Features
Lewer Palaeelithic 500,000 - 100,000 BCE Hand axes, cleavers, and
chepper teels
Middle Palaeslithic 100,000 - 40,000 BCE Flake teels, scrapers, and
berers
Upper Palaeelithic 40,000 - 10,000 BCE Blades, advanced stene
toels, rock art
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> (1). Lewer Palaeelithic Age (500000 - 100000 BCE):- The Lower Palaeslithic age

is characterized by the emergence of 2 traditiens of stene teels such as

Achuelian and Sehanian.

Handaxe Chopping tool, flaked on both side
Achuelian
Traditien of
Stene Teels ‘ ‘

Cleaver » Pebble tool

Sehanian
Traditien ef
Stene Teels

+% (a). Achuelian Traditien:-
v’ This traditien is identified with the use of Hand axes and Cleavers.
v’ Dr. Rebert Bruce Feete had discoevered the first Hand Axe frem

Pallavaram near Chennai in 1863 and subsequently Cleaver frem

v/ The sites of Achuelian traditien are missing in the Western Ghats,
Coastal Areas and in the Nerth-eastern part of India due te heavy
rainfall.

3+ (b). Sehanian Traditien:-
v/ The Sehanian traditien is identified with Chepper and Chepping teels

which were based upen the flaking technique.

v’ The sites of this traditien have been feund mainly in the packet of the
river bank ef Sehan in teday’s Pakistan.

v’ Therefere, right frem the beginning of the evelution ef mankind in India
there were the existence of multiple stene based cultures.

> (2). Middle Palaeclithic Age (100000 - 40000 BCE):-

m (a). In this phase, the Heme-Habilis was fully transfermed inte the Heme-

|
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I Erectus (i.e. Bi-pedal Ape).
I
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m (b). H.D. Sankalia had discevered varieus middle palaeslithic sites near
Maharashtra. the river bank ef Pravara lecated in Maharashtra.
m (c). The Flake industry was new well-established and the teels like scrapers,

berers, peints etc. were added inte the list of stene teels.

> (3). Upper Palaeelithic Age (40000 - 10000 BCE):-

m (a). The Upper Palaeclithic age is knewn fer the emergence of Heme

Sapiens fer the first time en the Earth as well as in India.

m (b). Dr. Vishnu Wakankar was the first whe discovered the caves of
Bhimbetka in Madhya Pradesh threugh which we came te knew abeut the
cave paintings fer the first time.

m (c). Subsequently mere than a dezen ef caves were discevered in Bhimbetka
frem the Palaeclithic te Meselithic era in the form of the Reck-paintings.
Besides Bhimbetka caves like Lakhu-diyar (in Uttarakhand) Azamgarh (in
Vindhyas) have alse shewn the evidences of reck-paintings and meselithic
art.

(IT). Meselithic Peried (Middle Stene Age) - (10000 BCE te 8000 BCE)

e The Meselithic peried is identified with the fellowing features:-
v’ (a). Home Sapiens were the chief architect of this culture in areund 10000 BCE

in India.

v/ (b). They learnt the art of use of fire for coeking feed er baking milk and
alse warming themselves in the celd climatic cenditiens.

v’ (c). Micreliths discovered by C.L. Carlyle were identified with this phase in the
form of small and sharp stene teels designed en the geemetric pattern.

v’ (d). The transfermation of early human being inte a sedentary life or settled
life have started frem this era as the demestication of animals was
practiced first by the peeple of meselithic culture.

v’ (e). There are seme impertant sites like Chepani Mande (UP), Mahadaha (UP),
Damdama (UP), Ragere (Rajasthan) and Tilwara (Rajasthan).
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(ITI). Neelithic Peried (New Stene Age) - (8000 BCE te 3000 BCE)

e The term “Neelithic” was ceined by Jehn Lubbeck. It means the era of new
stene age.

e This era has said te begun in the Indian Subcentinent frem circa (apprex) 8000
BCE enwards te 3000 BCE.

e This era alse witnessed a climatic transfermation i.e. Pleistocene era (celd
climatic) was changing inte the Helecene era (warm climatic).

e Heme-Sapiens Sapiens (Medern Man) became the chief architect of the Neelithic
culture which is identified en the basis ef fellowing features:-

v’ (a). The beginning of Agriculture, fer e.g.~ Mehargarh in the Belan Valley of
Baluchistan in teday’s Pakistan is the eldest Agriculture site in the Indian
Sub- centinent shewn the evidences of the cultivation of Wheat, Barley and
Cotten (c. 7000 BCE).

v’ (b). The peeple of this culture started living en a permanent piece of land.
Therefere, the Pasteral hunter-gatherer seciety transfermed inte a settled
seciety in this era. Fer e.g.» The sites like Jeriche (Jerden), Catal Huyuk
(Turkey), Tepe Guran (Iran) have shewn the evidences of the permanent

v’ (c). The emergence of large villages was alse a chief characteristic of the
neelithic culture.

v’ (d). Pettery was invented fer the first time in this era and a site of
Chepani Mande in UP has given the earliest and the eldest evidence of
Pettery (c. 6500 BCE).

v’ (e). The neelithic culture has been feund in varieus peckets ef India
indicating a massive transfermation teek place in this era. Therefere, V.
Gerden Childe has termed it as the “Neslithic Revelutien”.

v’ (f). The preminent sites of the Neelithic culture have been feund in the
Nerthwest and Seuthern part ef India such as Mehargarh, Rana Ghundai,
Sarai-khela in the Nerthwest and Utnur, Piklihal, T. Narsinpur, Paiyampalli etc.
frem Seuth India.
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| settlement in West Asia as well.
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| v (g). In the Eastern and Nerth-eastern part of India, the sites of Belan Valley
| of UP such as Keldihawa, Mahagara, Chepani Mande are the preminent sites.
| In the Nerth-eastern part ef India, Daejali Hading in Assam is the mest
I

preminent neelithic site.
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v’ (h). The Neelithic Age centributed in the emergence of varieus culture acress

the subcentinent like Burzahem and Gufkral beleng te J&K have shewn the

evidences of the Pit-dwelling and demesticatien ef degs and ether animals

from the Neselithic culture. Therefere, there has always been variety of

cultural practices fellowed even in the Neelithic era right frem the

beginning. It alse paved way feor the the emergence of Chalcelithic cultures

frem c. 5000 BCE enwards acress the Indian Subcentinent such as Amri,

Balathal, Rangpur, Kalibangan etc.
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Seme MCQs en Per-Histeric Peried

Q1. Accerding te the excavated evidence, the demestication of animals begun in-

a) Lewer Palaeelithic peried

b) Middle Palaeslithic peried

¢) Upper Palaeelithic peried

d) Meselithic peried

Answer: (d) Meselithic peried

Explanatien: The demestication of animals started in the Meselithic peried (Middle Stene
Age). Archaeelegical evidence suggests that degs were the first animals tamed by
humans during this peried. This phase marked the transitien frem a hunter-gatherer
lifestyle te early ferms ef agriculture and animal husbandry.

Q2. Name the site which has revealed the earliest evidence of settled life?
a) Dhelavira

b) Mehargarh

¢) Kile Gul Mehammad

d) Kalibangan

Explanatien: Mehrgarh (situated in present-day PakKistan) is censidered the earliest site
shewing evidence of settled life. Excavations at Mehrgarh indicate that peeple practiced
agriculture, demesticated animals, and used mud-brick heuses as early as 7000 BCE, much
befere the Indus Valley Civilizatien.

Q3. Given belew are the lecatien ef feur archaeelegical sites in India:-

(A) Paiyampalli

(B) Bhimbetka

(C) Hunsgi

(D) Burzahem

Which ameng the felloewing presents the cerrect erder of their lecations frem Nerth te
Seuth?

a)A B C D

b) B, C, A, D
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Answer: (b) Mehrgarh |
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d)D B C A

Answer: (d) D, B, C, A

Explanatien:

The correct order frem Nerth te Seuth:

e Burzahem (Jammu & Kashmir) - Nerth

e Bhimbetka (Madhya Pradesh) - Central India
e Hunsgi (Karnataka) - Seuth India

e Paiyampalli (Tamil Nadu) - Further Seuth

Thus, the cerrect erder is D » B » C -» A.
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| Q4. Which ef the fellewing is net a subdivisien ef the Stene Age?
| a) Meselithic Age

Il b) Iren Age

|| c) Palaeelithic Age

|| d) Neelithic Age

i Answer: (b) Iren Age

: The Stene Age is divided inte three majer phases:

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
|

1. Palaeelithic Age (Old Stene Age)
2. Meselithic Age (Middle Stene Age)
3. Neelithic Age (New Stene Age)

The Iren Age is net part of the Stene Age; it came much later, after the Chalcelithic
(Cepper-Stene) Age.
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Explanatien: |
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Q5. Which ef the fellewing is NOT a characteristic of the Neelithic Age? I

a) Intreductien ef agriculture and demestication of animals |
b) Emergence of settled agricultural cemmunities

¢) Use of advanced metal teels |

d) Develepment ef pettery and weaving |

Answer: (c) Use ef advanced metal teels I

I

| I
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Explanatien:
The Neelithic Age was marked by:

v’ Agriculture and demestication ef animals
v’ Permanent settlements
v’ Pettery and weaving

Hewever, advanced metal teels were NOT used in the Neelithic peried. Instead, pelished
stene teels were used. The use of metals (copper, brenze, iren) began in the Chalcelithic
and Iren Ages.

Q6. Which heminid species is asseciated with the Lewer Palaeelithic Peried?
a) Heme erectus

b) Hamas sapiens

¢) Heme habilis

d) Australepithecus

Answer: (a) Home erectus

Explanatien:

using stene teels and fire.
e Heme habilis was an earlier species but mainly used crude stene teels.
e Heme sapiens appeared much later, in the Upper Palaeelithic peried.

e Australepithecus was even elder and mestly feund in Africa.

Thus, the cerrect answer is Heme erectus.
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e Heme erectus is asseciated with the Lewer Palaeelithic peried and is knewn fer |
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