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UPSC CSE Mains Trend Analysis (2013-2024): A Data-Driven Strategic
Guide

Introduction

The UPSC Mains is not a test of memory; it is a test of perspective and structured analysis. To succeed, you
must move beyond "what" a topic is and master the "why" and "how". This 11-year forensic analysis
(2013-2024) decodes the signals UPSC is sending to help you build a winning Mains strategy.

The Unchanging Core Philosophy of UPSC Mains

e Shift from ‘What’ to ‘Why’ and ‘How’: Questions demand critical analysis over direct facts.

e Current Affairs Integration: The line between static and dynamic has vanished; every event must be
linked to the syllabus.

e Inter-Disciplinary Approach: UPSC frequently mixes subjects across papers (e.g., GS-3 topics
requiring GS-1 or GS-2 knowledge).

e Answer Writing Priority: Knowledge is secondary to the ability to present it clearly within time and
word limits.

Paper-l (Essay): The Test of Perspective

The essay paper has shifted from factual or issue-based topics to philosophical and abstract themes.

o Key Trend: Abstract topics test originality and depth of thought rather than just textbook
knowledge.

e Strategy: Prepare multi-dimensional frameworks (Social, Political, Economic, Ethical) for broad
themes.

o Fodder Collection: Maintain a notebook for quotes, anecdotes, and real-life examples.

Paper-ll (GS-1): Indian Heritage, History, Geography, and Society

The Strategic Shift: While History was the initial heavyweight, Geography and Indian Society now
dominate, accounting for nearly 65-70% of the paper's total marks in recent years.

e Geography: Focus has moved from pure physical geography to applied geography (e.g., impact of
technology like GIS/drones) and economic geography.

¢ Indian Society: UPSC now prioritizes current social problems like urban governance, public health,
and tribal development over general social structures.
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e History: The Freedom Struggle remains a core area, but Modern History has stabilized at a lower
weightage compared to earlier years.

UPSC CSE Mains Paper-Il (GS-1) Subject-wise Weightage (2013-2024)
GS-1 Mains Subjects 2013 | 2014 | 2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2019 | 2020 | 2021 | 2022 | 2023 | 2024
Indian Heritage & Culture 2 4 2 2 2 3 1 4 5 3 1 2
History 11 6 4 4 5 3 4 2 2 3 5 4
Geography 7 10 8 9 b 4 8 8 8 8 8 7
Indian Society 5 5 6 5 7 10 7 6 5 6 ) 7
Total 25 25 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20

Subject Avg. Trend (2013-  Strategy

2024)

Geography High (7 Questions Focus on climate change, geophysical phenomena, and

in 2024) resource management.
Indian Society High (7 Questions Focus on macro-level shifts like globalization, urbanization,
in 2024) and demographic changes.

History Stable but Lower Prioritize Modern India and specific socio-cultural
(4-5 Questions) terminology of Ancient/Medieval eras.

Art & Culture Wildcard (1-3 Unpredictable; requires broad coverage.
Questions)

Paper-lll (GS-2): Governance, Polity, Social Justice, and IR

The Powerhouse: Indian Polity is the undisputed foundation, consistently accounting for roughly 115-125
marks (nearly 50% of the paper).

¢ Polity & Constitution: Aim for 100% conceptual clarity; prioritize the applicability of constitutional
amendments and rights.

¢ International Relations: AlImost exclusively dynamic; questions are tied to bilateral groupings and
global agreements affecting India's interests.

e Social Justice: Focus on the management of social sectors like Health and Education, particularly for
vulnerable groups.
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UPSC CSE Mains Paper-Ill (GS-2) Subject-wise Weightage (2013-2024)

GS-2 Mains Subjects 2013 | 2014 | 2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2019 | 2020 | 2021 | 2022 | 2023 | 2024
Governance 5 b 4 5 5 3 b 3 2 4 4 -
Polity 8 b 8 7 8 10 8 10 9 10 8 10
Social Justice 5 3 4 4 3 3 2 3 5 3 4 2
International Relations 7 5 4 4 4 4 4 4 1 3 4 1

Total 25 2 2 2 2 2 20 2 2 2 2 2

Subject Weightage Trend Action Plan

Indian Polity Undisputed King Deeply understand SC judgments and Acts.
(10 Qs in 2024)

Governance Stable (Approx. 4 Focus on e-governance and citizen charters.
Questions)

International Stable (Approx. 4 Focus on events from the last 1-2 years.

Relations Questions)

Social Justice Volatile (Dropped Link to government welfare schemes.

to 2 Qs in 2024)

Paper-lV (GS-3): Economy, S&T, Environment, Security & DM

The Diverse Engine: Indian Economy is the most stable pillar, but the combination of S&T, Environment,
and Security has grown to reach 100+ marks consistently since 2020.

e Economy: All questions typically demand a synthesis of static knowledge and current economic
developments (e.g., food inflation, public expenditure).

e Internal Security: Has become a high-priority area; focus on narco-terrorism, cybersecurity, and
border management.

e Environment & DM: Highly focused on climate-induced disasters like urban floods and pollution
mitigation.
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UPSC CSE Mains Paper-IV (GS-3) Subject-wise Weightage (2013-2024)
GS-3 Mains Subjects 2013 | 2014 | 2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2019 | 2020 | 2021 | 2022 | 2023 | 2024
Indian Economy 12 9 8 9 10 9 8 8 8 9 8 8
Science & Technology 4 3 6 3 2 3 4 4 3 3 3 3
Environment & Ecology 2 2 1 3 2 4 2 3 3 2 4 3
Security 5 5 4 4 5 3 4 4 4 4 4 4
Disaster Management 2 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 2 2 1 2
Total 25 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20

Subject Marks Contribution Priority Source

Indian Economy Consistent Heavyweight  Economic Survey & Union Budget.
(8-10 Qs)

LA S\ el sy Stable Cast (2-4 Applied tech (Al, Biotech) and policy; Climate
Questions each) Adaptation/Pollution

Security Predictable (Approx. 4 Syllabus-based structured notes.
Questions)

Paper-V (GS-4): Ethics, Integrity, and Aptitude

The Balanced Pillar: This paper is strictly divided into two equal halves of 125 marks each: Section A
(Theory) and Section B (Case Studies).

e Section A (Theory): Questions increasingly use notable quotes to test your ability to apply
philosophical wisdom to modern governance.

e Section B (Case Studies): Case studies have become more complex and lengthy, often without
paragraph breaks, testing your stamina and ethical reflexes under pressure.

¢ Thinkers: Since 2018, there has been a steady inclusion of questions on moral thinkers and
philosophers, typically worth around 30 marks.

Subject Weightage Marks Contribution

w 125 Marks 13 Questions (10m each)
125 Marks 6 Case Studies (20m each) Ethical Dilemmas & Justified solutions

Strategy

Definitions + 2 real-life examples
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UPSC CSE Mains Paper-V (GS-4) Subject-wise Weightage (2013-2024)

(5-4 Mains Subjects 2013 | 2014 | 2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2028 | 2019 | 2020 | 2021 | 2022 | 2023 | 2024

Ethics (Section-A) 8 8 8 8 8 b 6 b b b b b
Ethics (Section-B) b b b b b b b b b 6 b b
Total N T I I AV A VN W I V0 (N VA B V.

Papers VI & VIl (Optional Subject)

Optional papers have moved from direct, factual questions to analytical and inter-topic-linked questions.
e Conceptual Clarity: Rote learning is no longer effective for higher marks.
e PYQ Analysis: Analyze the last 10 years to see how question nature has evolved.

e Holistic Links: Prepare answers that connect different chapters of the syllabus.

The Final Blueprint for Success

o For GS-1: Prioritize Geography & Society; integrate maps into your answers.
e For GS-2: Master the Constitution as your primary scoring engine.
e For GS-3: Build a data-rich foundation using the Economic Survey.

e For GS-4: Develop a consistent template for Case Studies to secure high marks.
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